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In seeking to promote the well-being of Canadian families, the Vanier Institute of the Family is greatly 
encouraged by the approach taken by Mr. Justice Thomas Berger in his first Report on the Mackenzie Valley 
Pipeline Inquiry (Volume 1, Northern Frontier, Northern Homeland). 


The Vanier Institute commends Mr. Justice Berger for recognizing the importance of enlarging the 
criteria for public policy decision-making, and for adopting a questioning stance towards many of the 
assumptions upon which public policies have conventionally been based. He shows clearly the artificiality of 
the distinction between so-called economic concerns and social concerns. His Report demonstrates that a re- 
examination and re-perception of these concerns is necessary in order to avoid overlool.ing, and thereby 
further weakening, many family and community values. 


A number of significant issues are addressed in the Report in a manner that closely parallels what the 
Institute has come to understand from its studies of the broader Canadian context. These concern such areas 
as familial lifestyles, the meanings of work for personal identity and a sense of community, the lifelong and all- 
pervasive nature of learning, and the close relationship of family, community, and economic patterns. 


The Berger Report shows that the legitimate claims and aspirations of the Northern native people must 
be taken into full account and adequate time given for their proper consideration. All Canadians need to 
assess the significance of a pipeline and energy corridor with the clear understanding that what is at stake 
could be the destruction of a culture which has served the peoples of the North well for hundreds of years. We 
need to question seriously whether the industrial system of the South is suited to the conditions in the North. 


Indeed, the Vanier Institute believes that we need to go yet further and ask how the industrial system we 
now have in the Canadian South can be changed in order to serve us better. It is evident, for example, that the 
energy derived from fossil fuels alone cannot be used to accelerate our industrial growth for even another 
generation. Appropriate technologies of an intermediate and more human scale need to be explored and 
developed. We may yet again come to respect the sun and the wind, and to understand ourselves as sons and 
daughters of the Earth. 


The Berger Report reveals how family living patterns and cultural aspects of community living are 
integrally related to the nature of the working and economic life of Northern peoples. We fellow Canadians are 
told, in the words of the people themselves, of a style of living where even the land is seen and cared for asa 
member of the family. We are told of a wide network for sharing food gathered from the land and waters, ofa 
deep respect and caring for the young, the old, the weak, the confused, and for those who simply are different. 
In other words, we are told of what the Vanier Institute refers to as a “familial society”. 


We see again the degree to which modern industrial perceptions have disintegrated modes of human 
activity and relationship into formal disciplines and technical specialties which tend to divide persons into 
“patients”, “consumers”, “students”, “constituents” and the like. We begin to recognize, too, how our tools, 
which include everything from the hammer to a pipeline, shape us and our social ways of relating to one 
another. 


A first step toward understanding the way of life of Canada’s Northern native peoples is to recognize that 
all of the same basic life-sustaining activities that go on in the South also go on in the North. The primary 
difference is the informal and less technicized nature of these activities in the North. Native Northerners are 
engaged in economic activity just as much as employers and workers in the South. It is not accurate to say that 
they live in an “under-developed economy”. They in fact have a highly developed economy but one of a 
different kind: one that has lasted 5,000 years or more and one that has stood them well in a harsh 
environment; one that takes into account both the integrity of persons, families and communities and the 
ecological limits of the natural milieu. 


As Mr. Justice Berger illustrates, there exists an elaborate network for the exchange of country produce 
gleaned from extensive hunting, fishing and trapping. In the traditional culture which is till in evidence in the 
North, those unable to hunt, trap or fish for themselves receive food from their neighbours or relatives. Berger 


*The content of this report was approved at the meeting of the Board of Directors on June 2, 1977 in Quebec City and the final text 
approved by the Executive Committee on July 11, 1977 in Ottawa. 


states: “The survival of the native economy has depended primarily on the native people’s special relationship 
with the land. To native people, the land is more than just a source of food or cash: it is the permanent source 
not only of their physical, but also of their psychological well-being and of their identity as a people.” The 
encroaching urbanized and industrialized way of life has served to undermine such a family-centred 
economy. 


The Vanier Institute of the Family is concerned to make apparent the need to preserve and strengthen the 
native economy, for only in so doing can the positive human values of the native culture be retained. As Mr. 
Justice Berger points out, this does not mean that the native people are seeking to become a museum piece. 
Aspects of modern technology on a human scale, and adapted to cultures based upon small groups, are 
crucially important to the survival of the native economy. The Dene, Inuit and Metis are seeking to adapt to the 
modern world, but in ways that will not destroy their culture and that will not lead either to their assimilation 
into white society or to their relegation to the fringes of that society. 


Reflecting this broad understanding, the nature of the Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Inquiry has been 
significantly different in its inquiring process from Commissions which have tended to rely largely upon 
formal, and thereby limited, “expert” evidence. Mr. Justice Berger has said, “Il am convinced that the native 
people of the North told the inquiry their innermost concerns and their deepest fears.” This was possible 
because both formal and informal hearings were set up as requested by Northern communities. The 
orientation was not to rule anything out of evidence arbitrarily. 


The Vanier Institute strongly supports this approach to public-policy inquiry because it allows people to 
express and explain their own understandings and feelings about the realities which are of vital and intimate 
concern to them. 


The Vanier Institute also believes that there are many benefits for Canadians as a whole to be derived 
from seriously addressing the same complex and disturbing issues which are raised in relation to the future of 
Canada’s Northland. The Report also brings into much clearer perspective the dilemmas in the South inherent 
in trying to develop an increasingly technological economy, while at the same time attempting to move toward 
a society where rich human relationships and a sense of community are again encouraged and enabled to 
flourish, in order to provide a more human foundation for our economy as it evolves. 


The Vanier Institute, in its recent work on issues of family and the economy, has been concerned to bring 
into focus once again the fundamental understanding of our economy as having its origin and foundation in 
familial and community life patterns. Much of the present malaise concerning the state of the modern 
industrial economy can be understood in terms of the utter neglect, and even denial, of this reality. Helping to 
stimulate a re-awakening of this basic understanding is one of the benefits that the Berger Report can bestow 
upon our country as a whole and not just on the North. Clearly we have some critical choices to make as a 
nation of persons who wish to act more responsibly and justly in the world. 


The Vanier Institute urges that we give strong consideration to addressing the severe imbalance in our 
national economy. For example, it is possible and necessary to reorient our attitudes away from over- 
consumption and waste toward a conserving ethic and a sense of stewardship. For some, this orientation is 
already reflected in patterns of “voluntary simplicity” which demonstrate that reducing the amount consumed 
or possessed need not reduce the quality of living, but rather can provide more satisfying choices and richer 
life experiences. A more equitable sharing of resources on both a national and a global scale will entail a 
renewed understanding of what our economy is, so that we may re-order our economic values, goals and 
priorities in order to liberate the capacities of persons and families to be more self- and community-reliant. 


This re-ordering can begin with the rest of us seeking to understand and respect the traditional culture 
and economy of the Northern native peoples. We have much to learn from them that can help us through the 
economic transition now underway in the Canadian South and throughout the Western world. 


PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FRED R. MacKINNON MRS. LILLIAN TYLER 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


MRS. MOZAH E. ZEMANS, O.C. WILLIAM A. DYSON 
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